‘The head of Dr. Hill (David Gale) is aE ee —— 1 fluid of Herbert West (Jeffrey Combs). 


AN MO 1S - Fane Movie 


A look at The Re-Animator, 
a blood-drenched adaptation of H.P. Lovecraft. 


By Dennis Fischer 
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Explosive effects not likely to be found in the original H.P. Lovecraft stories are commonplace in The Re-Animator 
(assuming, of course, that the ratings board doesn't run roughshod over it). 


Director Stuart Gordon is proud of 
his film's attention to surgical detail. 
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Although most of the makeup effects were handled by John Naulin, John 
Buechler was also on hand to produce a few horrors. 
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> 
The Bloody Best of FANGORIA IV! 


The most sensational articles! 
Astounding photos! Gruesome 
features! All collected in one 
delightfully horrifying package! 
Only $3.25 + postage 


STILL AVAILABLE! 


The Bloody Best of FANGORIA | 
The Bloody Best of FANGORIA Ii 
The Bloody Best of FANGORIA Ill 
Only $4.00 + postage for each ofthese 
colector's items! 
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| STARLOG PRESS 
1 475 Park Avenue South 
1 New York, NY 10016 


| Please rush my order: 

| The Bloody Best of 

| FANGORIA 

me Vol. IV — $3.25 + $1.50 postage 

1 Vol. til — $3.25 + $1.50 postage 
O Vol. i — $4.00 + $1.50 postage 

Vol. | — $4.00 + $1.50 postage 
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awhile; a failed operation that had been 
stuck in a body bag without the doctors 
bothering to remove the hospital tubes 
or put his guts back into his abdomen; 
and athird corpse, nicknamed “Gesund- 
heit/* which was supposedly the victim 
ofaclose range shotgun blast at the back 
of his head which blew off the front of his 
face and left a gaping orifice which has 
hardened and dried. 

Robert Sampson, who plays Dean Hal: 
sey in the film, had some personal expe- 
rience in what it’ like playing a zombie. 
He describes the film as “the most fun | 
ever had,” going on to explain that it a 
lowed him to indulge in “the wildest fan 
tasies I've ever had as a child, of scaring 
people, of doing all those things that | 
wasn't allowed to see when | was a kid. | 
was not allowed to see the scary Franken: 
stein movies and all that stuff. My par- 
ents were afraid that it might do a num. 
beronme, sol would sneak out to go see 
them. And now I've had the opportunity 
to do one. | did a Twilight Zone and a 
One Step Beyond that were similar to 
this, but they weren’tas rich, as thought 
out 

Halsey goes on to describe what hap: 
pened when a corpse was injected with 
the re-agent. “They inject it at the base of 
the skull, and what it does is, it’s like 
sticking your finger in a light socket. You 
just go Ahhh! There isn’t any control 
You turn into just this mad, re-animated 
thing. 

There’sa scene where l'mina padded 
cell, and I have a strait jacket on, and my 
daughter doesn’t understand what's 
happened to me. 

‘So she is standing there talking to this 
evil doctor standing behind this one-way 
mirror. It’s a mirror on my side and a 
window on his side, and he’s trying to 
seduce her. Heturns and looks and can’t 
find me at all. All of a sudden, I'm gone. 
But, as he’s making a move forher, |hang 
myhead againstthe window. Now! don’t 
know why I’m doing this, but | still havea 
sense of feeling. The timing of it is so 
weird, because | just come up and bam! 

Stuart Gordon has this off-the-wall 
sense of humor that | didn’t even know 
was there until I went to see the first dai- 
lies. Iwas shocked by his macabre sense 
of humor, but it comes out of the reality 
of the situation. He has everybody play 
ingit very serious, and the humor comes 
out of these seemingly normal people in 
this bizarre circumstances. 

Along with his unusual sense of hu 
mor, Stuart Gordon also has some very 
definite ideas about the gruesome 
theme of the film, He agrees with 
Stephen King’s statements that horror 
films basically deal with the fear of 
death. Says Gordon, “What this film is 
about is conquering death. | mean, Her- 
bert West's dream is something that all 
doctors have shared, and that is to pro- 
long life as long as you possibly can. It 
used to be believed that when your heart 
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stopped, you were dead, Now they have 
drugs like epinephrine which is an 
adrenaline derivative which can start the 
heart after it’s stopped. They use fibula 
torsand electric shock to make the heart 
start again, so now the stopping of the 
heart does not necessarily mean you're 
dead. Now what they're calling death is 
defined as ‘brain death; which happens 
six to 12 minutes after the heart stops. 

West is trying to conquer brain death. 
What heis trying to do is protong that six 
or 12: minutes as long as he possibly can 
so that a person who has died, even 
though their brain has never received 
any blood or oxygen, he can be brought 
back. His attitude is the same as any doc 
tor's, that it’s better to savea life even if it 
means the person is going to be debili 
tated, than to let the person die. Even if 
there is brain damage, it’ still better to 
have that person living than dead, so un- 
der that philosophy, his approach is 
medically correct 

Gordon hopes that while watching 
these bizarre, bloody experiments, audi 
ences will get involved with the film’s 
characters. “I've seen many horror films 
where you don’t care about anybody 
and that to me sort of sinks the film. If 
you're not afraid for someone, you're not 
afraid. It’s important. | think that one of 
the things that we've really got going for 
sis that we really have some wonderful 
actors in this film who are giving spectac- 
ular performances. When things hap- 
pen to them, | think the audience is go- 
ing to really care, and they're going to 
really feel bad about alotoof it—and horr 


fied. 


